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WEEK 26:

JESUS NEEDS  
A P.R. MANAGER

PRIMARY SCRIPTURE: 
Luke 9:18-36, 44-48 and 57-62

RELATED SCRIPTURE: 
Genesis 19:1-26, Romans 8:14-18 and 12:1-2, 2 Corinthi-

ans 1:3-11, Philippians 1:27-30 and 3:7-16, 1 Peter 4

It is not possible to be ‘incidentally a Christian.’ The fact of Chris-
tianity must be overwhelmingly first or nothing. This suggests a 
reason for the dislike of Christians by nominal or non-Christians: 
their lives contain no overwhelming first but many balances.

- Sheldon Vanauken

Any kind of love that lacks the iron of the Cross in it, is anemic 
love. It won’t make you flourish, it won’t let you really live. It isn’t 
fully healthy Love. Love without a Cross has no backbone. Love 
without a Cross can’t stand — because it’s only about feel-good 
and not about being made new. The ones who carry around the 
Cross of Christ in their heads — are the only ones who really have 
Love of God in their hearts. Because while Political Correctness 
may say: “Follow me and maybe we’ll find some Truth,” Jesus 
humbly pleads, “Pick Up Your Cross and follow Me: I am the 
truth.”

- Ann Voskamp

PERSONAL STUDY:
How do you define success? What kinds of people do you look up to and 
respect? At the end of your life, what factors will you point to as to why 
your life was a success or a failure?

Read Luke 9:18-21. Why might Jesus have instructed His disciples “to 
tell no one” that He is “the Christ of God?”

Read Luke 9:22 and 43-45. Imagine how you would respond if you were 
one of the disciples with no knowledge of the cross when He said, “The 
Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and 
chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised”:

Read Luke 9:23-27 and Romans 12:1-2. What does Jesus mean when 
He says following Him requires “taking up your cross daily”? What hopes, 
dreams and comforts has Jesus called you personally to give up in fol-
lowing Him?

How does the sacrifice of vs. 23-25 relate to the fear of man Jesus men-
tions in vs. 26? In what situations have you been ashamed of Jesus or 
what He teaches?

Read Luke 9:57-62, Genesis 19:1-26 and Philippians 3:7-16. Which 
parts of your old life and sinful temptations are you most tempted to 
“look back” for longingly? What are practical ways you can forget what is 
behind you and strive toward what is ahead on a daily basis?
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LIFEGROUP DISCUSSION:
What are your biggest fears? What would cause you to feel the most 
embarrassment or sense of failure?

Read Luke 9:21-25 and 43-48. How does Jesus redefine how we think 
about success, greatness and ambition? How does Jesus’ success in the 
cross reframe how we think about our failures? 

Where is Jesus calling you to costly obedience and sacrificial love for 
the sake of His kingdom? Have you been hesitant or unwilling for any 
reason? Why? How can we help you move forward in repentance and 
faithful courage?

Read Luke 9:23-24 and 1 Peter 4. Peter connects the idea of suffering 
with Jesus to:

1. Leaving sinful lifestyle behind (1 Peter 4:1-3)
2. Loving and serving others (1 Peter 4:7-11) 
3. Losing respect or being persecuted for being a Christian (1 Peter 

4:4-5 and 14-17)

Which of these is the hardest for you to understand or apply to your life? 
What does it look like for our group to “commit [ourselves] to our faithful 
Creator and continue to do good”? 

Spend some time praying for Jesus to give us a willingness to share in 
His sufferings. Pray that we would be a source of strength and encour-
agement to each other as we give up our lives to follow Jesus. Pray for 
Jesus to save our friends who don’t know Him and to bring them into His 
family.


